Panniculectomy, documentation, reimbursement, and the WOC nurse.
Panniculectomy surgery is a reconstructive procedure performed to remove a panniculus, sometimes referred to as a pannus or abdominal apron. The pannus frequently contributes to a number of health concerns, including chronic wounds. Panniculectomy surgery becomes necessary for many patients who have had massive weight loss as a result of successful bariatric weight-loss surgery. Bariatric weight-loss surgery is one of the fastest growing specialties in America, and therefore, nurses can expect to care for increasing numbers of patients who require this reconstructive procedure. Despite the medical necessity of panniculectomy surgery, barriers to reimbursement exist. An update on the demographics of obesity, nationally and worldwide, are presented, especially as this information relates to the growing interest in panniculectomy surgery following massive weight loss. Bariatric weight-loss surgery and panniculectomy surgery are described and barriers to reimbursement are explained. The importance of wound care documentation in making the case for reimbursement is described, and a sample letter of appeal is provided.